


David 
behalf 
d ex- 
work, 
spond 
y from 

meet 
aching 
ighten 


ts to- 


ridson, 
ry and 
- right 
hearty 
lations. 
th and 
nat the 
i. 


levoted 
1 work- 
account 
een re- 


furnish 
on con- 


supply 


1 to any 


the aus- 
F Young 
ntral of- 
> Fourth 
. Morse, 
y, Jr., of 
the com- 

College 


BULLETIN 


LN. J. 








Y.M.C.A.- : 


VOL. 1, 


The Relation of Students to the Missionary 
Cause. 

The great Missionary movement in this 
country had its origin in the heart of a stu- 
dent. It is not quite three-quarters of a cen- 
tury since Samuel J. Mills, then a student in 
Williams College, was fired with an intense 
He 


was in the habit of meeting with several com- 


longing for the salvation of the heathen, 


panions for prayer in a grove near the College. 
One of these meetings was interrupted by an 
approaching thunder-storm, and the five young 
men sought shelter behind a neighboring hay- 
stack, It was then and there that Mills pro- 
posed to send the gospe! to the heathen, and 
said, ‘We can do it, if we will.” After fur- 
ther consideration and earnest prayer, a so- 
ciety was formed in College, which was the 
first Missionary Society on this continent. As 
a result of this effort, influences were soon 


set in operation which led to the formation of 
the American Board, and, as an outgrowth of 


MARCH, is7s 


this small beginning, we now have in this | 


country sixteen Missionary Boards, employ- 


expending about two mill on dollars. Truly 


the stone which was cut out of the hills of 


New England has become a mountain, 

Not only does the Missionary movement 
owe its origin to students; its present and 
future prosecution largely depends upon them. 
Missionaries, and the means with which to 
maintain the work, ever have and ever will 
The 
cause appeals to us at this time with an car- 
nestness which we cannot treat lightly. A 


come principally from educated men. 


treat deal has been accomplished, but infi- | 


1% 
ie | 


nitely more remains to be done. Is it not a 
fact that the cause of Foreign Missions is 
really the chief question of Christendom ? 
Look at the problem for one moment. 
Nearly three-fourths of the human race are 
absolutely ignorant of the way of salvation. 
The Churches in all Christian lands are send- 
ing less than 3,000 men into this vast field. 
America furnishes about 1,00¢ of this number. 
In other words, we employ 50,000 men to 
preach the gospel in this country to our 40,- 
000,000, and send one-fiftieth of that number 
abroad to aid in the work for g00,0c0,000. 
Such is a very brief statement of the Mis- 
sionary problem. We cannot entirely solve 
it, but we can do our part. 
great deal, if we will. 


We can doa 

How many of us we/l ? 

How to Promote Missionary Spirit in 
College. 

A student recently asked a prominent divine 
and Christian journalist, ‘‘ What is the cause 
for the lack of interest in missionary work on 
the part of so many of our Churches?” The 


_tepiy was, ‘‘ Ignorance; if men would inform 
mg nearly one thousand men, and annually | 


| 
| 


themselves concerning the nature and progress 
of the work, they coult Hot help being in- 
tensely interested.” This is doubtless the 
reason which accounts for the lethargy which 


envelops too many of our Churches, Theologi- . 


cal Seminaries and Colleges. "Tis true the 
cause of Missions has made wonderful strides ; 
but the supply of men and money is still very 
far below the ever increasing demand. Now 
how can we as college students discharge our 
immediate duty in this matter ? 

A broad and deep sentiment must be sus- 
tained in every College. 


——— 


—— 


— « 





2 COLLEGE 


1. Every College Association should have a 
live Missionary Committee, whose duty shall 
be to take charge of the work and carry out 
some definite plan. 


* 


z. A regular Missionary meeting should be 
held at least once a month. The first Sab- 
bath evening in every month, which is ap 
pointed by the Evangelical Alliance for united 
prayer in behalf of Missions, is an appropriate 


time. If this time is not suitable, let one of 


the weekly prayer meetings be devoted to this 
object. 

3. The Committee should select a leader 
and appoint a definite subject. ‘Take some 
Mission field for a subject, or some practical 
question bearing upon a man’s personal rela- 
tions to the work, ¢. g., Is it my duty to go 
to the foreign field? If not, what can I do 
at home for the cause? etc. In addition to 
the address of the leader, several students 
should be requested betorehand to be prepared 
on the subject with short, pointed speeches. 
Have a Missionary address the meeting when- 
ever convenient, and request the privilege of 
asking him questions. In this way much val- 


uable information will be elicited in addition 


to that furnished by his regular address, By 
all means have a good missionary map. Any 
of the Church Boards can secure one for 
you. 


4. Keep the reading-room and library sup- 
plied with Missionary papers, magazines, his- 
tory and biography, and let as many men as 
possible subscribe for some Missionary record, 
The 


are more apt to read 


such as the different Boards publish. 


cost is trifling, and we 
papers which come to ovr own rooms than 
those on the reading-room table, 

5. Have the Committee on Correspondence 
or the Missionary Committee exchange letters 
occasionally with some institution of learning 
at a Mission 


located station, and with some 


Missionary in the field. An alumnus of your 
college engaged in the foreign work will be 
only too glad to respond to such letters from 
students of his Alma Mater. If your college 


has no Missionary among its alumni, make 
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all possible haste to send one. No College 
can afford to be behind in such a work. 

If the students of our country will conduct 
their Missionary work with proper zeal, it 
won’t be long until representatives from every 
College will be stationed all the way ‘“‘ from 
mountains to India’s coral] 


Greenland’s icy 


, 


strand ;”” it won’t be long until the thousands 
of educated men, who remain in this country, 
will send their sympathies, their prayers and 
their means into al! the world, that the Gospel 
may be preached to every creature. 


A Letter from Japanese Students 
We have received for publication in the 
a band of Christian 
students in the Agricultural College of Sap- 


Butrerin a letter from 


poro, Japan. The letter was addressed to 
the Christian Union of the Agricultural Co! 
lege of Massachusetts, and was written in 
response to a Christian greeting which the 
members of the Union sent some time ago 
to our Japanese brothers, 

We publish the letter in full, trusting that 
its simple and eloquent story of love for a 
new found Saviour may increase our love for 
Him and deepen our sympathies for the mil- 
lions of young men in the old world who are 


still ‘* wandering in darkness.” 


Sapporo AGRICULTURAL CoLLras, 
Sapporo, Japan. 
Memeers or Curistian Union: 
Dear BrerHern : 

We have learned from President Clark, 
that you are doing much good by serving the 
Lord Jesus, and that you are all energetic and 
enthusiastic in your Christian duties. 

We are greatly pleased to receive such good 
news from so distant a country, and 
pray together to God that your great 
may be accomplished and bring forth 
fruits under His blessing. 

Though we are living in this side of the 
world, separated from you by the water of 
the broad Pacific, yet we are closely united 
with you by the chain of love, because we 
know that you are our brothers, living under 

| the grace of tne same Heavenly Father, We 
have learned also that “‘ we are one body in 
| Christ, and every one members one of 
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another,’ 
with 
glory. 


and so we wish to work together 
for our Lord, to promote His 
g What a great encouragement to us, 
a little band of believers in Sapporo, to be 
assisted by the noble and enthusiastic Chris- 
tians in America. 


you 


As for us, we were about one year ago, 


but since President Clark intro- 
duced the good news to us we were wakened 
from sleep by Great Light shining before us, 
and the way of salvation opened at once for 


darkness, 


is. So, now, we are living here very hap- 
pily, receiving blessings and comforts from 
our kind Father. 
We formed an association under the name, 
“ Believers in Jesus,” and have two prayer- 
meetings each week. ‘To our great joy, its 
members are increasing in number, and re- 
cently thirteen of the Freshmen have been 
onverted and entered it. We are quite sure 
that Christianity will soon be spread in this 
province of Hokkaido, and already in many 
parts of this country it is now making rapid 
progress, 
~ We wish very much to hear how you are 
against the kingdom of hell. 
~ While we are w orking for Jesus in the east- 
ern side of the world, we hope you will ad- 
ance His Kingdom in the western side. 
We are, Dear Brethren, 
Yours faithfully, 
Bevievers in Jesus, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Wirttrams Coriece, Wirttiamstown.—R, 
E. Jones, Secretary of the Mills Missionary 
Society, writes: ‘* Since th® organization of 
the American Board, we have sent abroad 
bout fifty missionaries, or one: in every fitty 
f our alumni, There is at present not a lit- 
tle Missionary spirit in the Y. M. C. A. At 
east three propose to go. Several Missionary 
meetings are held during the year, when the 
subject is particularly considered.” 

One of the most interesting features of the 
Commencement exercises at Williams is the 


Missionary Prayer Meeting, which is held on 


panions knelt in the rain, and consecrated 


themselves to this glorious enterprise. Its site 
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names are inscribed; but their names and 
memories have been written in something far 
more enduring than the marble or the granite 
hill on which it stands, even upon the eternal 


souls of hundreds of thousands who have, as 


| a result of their labors, been led to that Hea- 


poor and ignorant ‘heathens wandering in | 


vetting on with your good work of fighting | 


| Sabbath evening of each month. 


_welcome this Society to their number, 


ven where they now are resting. 

Amuersr Cotiece, AMHersr.—A Mission 
band has long existed in this institution. 
Every Sabbath morning ten or a dozen stu- 
dents meet, and spend half an hour in conver- 
sation concerning some previously-selected 
Missionary topic. In this way a warm Mis- 
sionary spirit is kept alive in the college. 
President Seelye informs us that the alumni 
numbers sixty-seven foreign Missionaries now 
living. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Lariverre Cotiece, Easron,—A. A. Dew- 
ing writes: ‘* Our Brainerd Society holds a 
Monthly Missionary Meeting. Reports are 
made concerning the progress of home and 
foreign work during the preceding month, 
The influence of the society is very strong. 
It has already sent out twenty-one Mission- 
aries, 


MICHICAN, 


Ouwver Correce, Oriver.—Alex. Tison 
says: ‘‘Our Association has a Missionary 


Committee. Its duty is to conduct tle 
Mcnthly Concert for Missions upon the first 
There is 
much interest in the college in this great sub- 
ject. Seven are preparing for the hurme field, 
and three will go into the foreign work.” 


WISCONSIN. 
Berorr Coutece, Betorr.—We are in re- 
ceipt of a letter from the Secretary of the 
Missionary Socizty of this college, in which 


he expresses in behalf of its members a desire 


for union with the National organization. 
the very spot where Mills and his four com- | 


The College Associations will most gladly 
We 
hope to be able to report that this union has 
smarked by a monument, upon which their | been effected in the next BuLtetin. 
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MISSOURI. 

Centrat Cortece, Fayette —W, C, Scar- 
vitt, Corresponding Secretary, writes, “* We 
recently organized a young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, and desire to enter heartily 


into the work; also into correspondence with 
other colleges. We hold one regular weekly 
prayer-meeting for the young men alone, 
which is doing great good among us. Pray for 


our work.” 


INDIANA, 

Hanover Coxrrece, Hanover.—The Asso- 
ciation sends us a cordial greeting, and ex- 
presses a continued interest in the progress of 
the College work. This organization has 
had along and very prosperous career, and 
was one of the most active in the inaugura- 
tion of the Inter-Collegiate movement, being 
represented by several delegates at the Louts- 
The 


present in a very flourishing conditiwn. Steps 


ville Convention. Association is at 
are being taken to secure a building which we 


doubt not will prove successfnl, 


CALIFORNIA. 

Universiry or Ca IFORNIA, 
C. M. Davis writes: ‘* Please send us a copy 
of the Y. M. C. A. Constitution. We have 


an organization called the Bible Students. 


BerKkeLey.— 


Our work, so far, has been principally the 
study of the Bible, as our name would indi- 
cate. We believe we can derive advantage 
from a knowledge of the methods of work 
employed by the College Y. M. C. A.” 
This is the first news we have received from 
beyond the Rocky Mountains. 
trust that in this communication a door has 


We sincerely 


been opened, which will, ere long, give us an 
entrance into the heart of every student on 
the Pacific slope. 

A Word Concerning Missions. 

We pevore considerable space in this num- 
ber of the Buttetin to the subject of Missions, 
believing it to be a cause which demands the 
increased attention of students. So far as our 
observation has extended this cause is sadly 
neglected in very many of our colleges. Fel- 
low studeats, his ought not so to be. If this 


be the most important question it should re- 
ceive our chief consideration. If the colleges 
would take hold of this matter in earnest, an 
impulse would be given to the Missionary 


movement which would be felt ere long 


| throughout the entire Church and inthe most 


remote hamlet in heathendom. The great 


Commission comes to us as directly to-day as 


it did to the young men who stood on the 
_ hillsides of Palestine nineteen centuries ago and 
first received it from the lips of the first and 


greatest Missionary. Some one may say the 
subject is too vast; we can’t take the time 
to consider it. Dear Brother, when the 
Lord Jesus gave us new hearts He gave us 
hearts large enough to embrace the whole 
take 
time, but its importance is so tremendous, we 


world. The consideration of it will 


haven’t time o negle t it. 


The Baltimore Convention. 

Tue next College Conference will meet at 
Baltimore in connection with the Interna- 
tional Convention of American Associations, 
May 21-25. A large delegation of students 
It is desirable that every regular 


Also 


all Colleges whose sympathies are with our 


is expected, 


College Y. M. C. A. be represented. 


work, whether they have a Christian organi- 
zation of a different name, or even if they have 
no organization at all, 

Full information will be given concerning 
the Conference in the April Buttetin. 


The Butcetin is published under the aus- 
pices of the Executive Committee of Young 
Men’s Christian Associations, the central of- 
fice of which is in New York, corner Fourth 
Avenue and 23d Street. Richard C. Morse, 
General Secretary. Mr. Wm, Libbey, Jr., o! 
Princeton College, is the member of the com- 
mittee specially entrusted with the College 
Work. 


ALL CoMMUNICATIONS TO THE Butvetin 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO 
L. D. WISHARD, 
College Secretary of the Committee, 
Princeton, N, J. 
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